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Sidis makes an interesting gradation of affections of the psyche into 
three great classes, the which pass into one another by imperceptible de¬ 
grees, these he styles: functional psychosis, functional neuropathy and ne¬ 
crotic neuropathy. Disaggregation and disintegration, however, may be 
present in different degrees in varying groups, and neurone systems. His 
complete formula being expressed as follows: “The symptomatic side of 
disease, the total psychomotor aspect of the pathological process, is a func¬ 
tion of location, number, and degree of dissociation or degeneration. The 
total complex of psychomotor manifestations depends on the location and 
number of neurone aggregates involved and on the. stage or degree of the 
pathological process of disaggregation, dissociation or degeneration.” 

With reference to the attitude towards the insanities, he says: “Func¬ 
tional psychosis, functional insanities, should become a special research 
field of the psychopathologist. Functional psychosis is specially character¬ 
ized by psycho-physiological disaggregation where synthesis is still possible. 
The only way of restoring the disturbed equilibrium is to bring about a 
synthesis of the disaggregated groups with the functioning systems of the 
upper active personality.” To bring about these syntheses the author 
makes use of his intermediary states. 

Throughout the book the recognition of the so-called subconscious life 
is imperative. Upon its existence the arguments are founded and the work 
in reality is an excellent study of the subconscious physio-psychological pro¬ 
cesses, well worth the reading. Jelliffe. 

Zum Studium df.r Merkfahigkeit. Experimental-psychologische Unter- 
suchung. Von Dr. Aug. Diehl, Nervenarzt in Liibeck. S. Karger, 
Berlin. 

The study of the power of correct observation and firm memory grasp 
is of interest and of importance not only to the psychologist, but to the 
jurist, and the physician—not to mention the everyday business man. 

From the psychiatric side there has been a distinct lack of criteria for 
the measurement of normal ability in this series of faculties. This lack 
the present study in part fulfills, and does so very well. 

It is a psychological study primarily with a very practical trend, and 
is well worth permanent preservation in its present small monographic 
form. Smith. 

General Paresis. Practical and Clinical. By Robert Howland 
Chase, A.M., M.D., Physician-in-Chief Friends Asylum for the Insane, 
etc. P. Blakiston’s Sons & Co., Philadelphia. 

The author’s object in devoting an entire volume to this disease is 
distinctly sensible. The general practitioner does not recognize general pare¬ 
sis as soon as it can be recognized, and in consequence many calamities 
occur that might be averted. There can now be no excuse for the general 
practitioner with such an excellent manual as this for his guidance, since 
it has been from this practical point of view that the work has been written. 
The book is particularly rich in illustrative cases. These cover an im¬ 
mense field of experience, and put the reader en rapport with very dissim¬ 
ilar types of the affection. 

It cannot fail to be of great service, even more than a much more 
technical presentation of the subject. S. E. J. 

Les Paralysies des Nerfs Peripfieriques, et la Systematisation de ces 
Nerfs. Par Dr. Charles Viannay, Ex-interne des Hopitaux de 
Lyon, Preparateur du Cours de Medicine Operatoire. J. B. Bailliere et 
Fils. Paris, France. 1903. 
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This is a small monograph of 150 pages, bearing on the subject of peri¬ 
pheral paralysis. 

The first half takes up a general study of the topography distribution and 
systemization of the chief nerves of the arm and leg distribution. This 
is discussed not from the purely anatomical standpoints, but from the 
side of its application in the study of peripheral palsies. 

The second half deals with the clinical side of peripheral nerve affec¬ 
tions, first discussing the generalities, etiology, etc. Radial, median, cubital 
and sciatic palsies are taken up in turn, the motor, sensory, and trophic 
disturbances each receiving special consideration. 

The work is concise and practical and highly suggestive, and is well 
worth a careful reading. Jelliffe. 

The Force of Mind or the Mental Factor in Medicine. By Alfred T. 

Schofield, M.D., M.R.C.S. P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., Philadelphia. 

To those who have watched the trend in certain lines of philosophical 
development this volume will not come as a surprise. It is a logical out¬ 
growth of much thought that has of late years been centered on things 
psychical. 

Not many years ago, it was considered by some a sign of superior intel¬ 
ligence to deprecate this aspect of thought, but that time has gone by, and 
whereas the narrow-minded never really becomes other than one who has 
the “will to disbelieve” he now finds himself at a loss for his lack of under¬ 
standing of now well recognized and true phenomena. 

Coming to the volume at hand, however, is it one that will commend 
itself as an authoritative expression of modern day science on the subject 
of mind cure? In a sense it is not, but withal it is an extremely interest¬ 
ing, though heterogeneous, and, we fear, much jumbled, collection of opin¬ 
ions and facts, the which, be it said to the author’s credit, is to him a pal¬ 
pable fact. 

The book is divided into two parts. Part I. considers “The Action of 
the Mind in Causing Disease,” and Part II. “The Action of the Mind in 
Curing Disease.” In Part I. the author considers the force of mind, the 
unity of mind, psycho-pathology, mental factors in organic and other dis¬ 
eases, causes and symptoms of functional nerve disease, etiology of hysteria, 
and phenomena and illustrations of hysteria. The chapter headings of part 
II. are psycho-therapy, the vis medicatrix naturae, some varieties of mental 
therapeutics, illustrations of the curative effect of mind, mental therapeu¬ 
tics in functional nerve diseases, therapeutics of hysteria, and practical 
conclusions. 

The work is largely made up of extracts and sentences from the pub¬ 
lished work available in the English language. There is almost no refer¬ 
ence to and apparently little acquaintance with the vast literature of the 
French authors, who, of all the students of mental phenomena, have ad¬ 
vanced the sum of human knowledge in this branch. Thus Charcot and 
Janet are not even mentioned in the author’s extensive bibliography. Thus 
it may be seen that the work is more of a patchwork than an authoritative 
utterance, but it is an attempt in the right direction and is worthy of com¬ 
mendation. Jelliffe. 



